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TASTE OF THE COAST 2018 – RAFFLE PRIZE COLLECTION 

HAND CHOSEN BY K&L WINE MERCHANTS 

 

1) 2001 Bodegas Riojanas Viña Albina Gran Reserva Rioja  

2) 2012 Delas Freres "Domaine de Tourettes" Hermitage  

3) 2015 Powell & Son Shiraz Barossa & Eden Valleys South Australia  

4) 2016 Domaine Cherrier Père & Fils Sancerre  

5) 2015 Kalinda Rutherford Cabernet Sauvignon  

6) 2015 Kalinda Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir  

7) 2016 Kalinda Anderson Valley Pinot Noir  

8) 2016 Kalinda Russian River Valley Chardonnay  

9) 2016 Domaine Huët "Le Mont" Vouvray Demi-Sec  

10) 2015 Carlisle "Carlisle Vineyard" Russian River Valley Zinfandel  

11) 2003 Marchesi di Barolo "Estate Vineyard" Barolo  

12) 2015 Maison Olivier Leflaive Puligny-Montrachet  

13) 2011 Roederer Estate "L'Ermitage" Anderson Valley Brut Sparkling Wine  

14) 2015 Domaine Mongeard-Mugneret Fixin Vieilles Vignes  

15) 2016 Joh. Jos. Prüm Bernkasteler Lay Auslese Gold Capsule Riesling Mosel  

16) 2016 Domaine Weinbach Cuvée Ste. Catherine Schlossberg Riesling Grand Cru Alsace  

17) 2016 Kathryn Kennedy "Small Lot" Santa Cruz Mountains Cabernet Sauvignon  

18) 2015 Domaine du Pégaü "Cuvée Réservée" Châteauneuf-du-Pape  

19) 2016 Dönnhoff Felsenberg Riesling Grosses Gewächs (Dry) Nahe  

20) 1998 Gruaud-Larose, St-Julien  

21) Franck Bonville "Prestige" Brut Blanc de Blancs Champagne  

 

Descriptions of each wine and pricing on following pages  
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2001 Bodegas Riojanas Viña Albina Gran Reserva Rioja – $39.99 

SKU #1127996 - 90 points Wine Enthusiast  

Rusty and mature in color, with earthy, lightly leafy aromas that come with notes of maple and brown 

sugar. This feels elegant and fit, with classic Rioja flavors of dried red fruit, cocoa and malt. The finish is 

long and tasting lightly baked. (MS)  (7/2012)  

Bright red-ruby. Candied raspberry, plum, currant and roasted nuts, with American oak notes of 

bourbon and spices. Densely packed and sweet, with spicy flavors of strawberry, cherry and plum nicely 

framed by fresh acids. Finishes quite ripe and sweet, with smooth tannins and a meaty nuance. (ST)  

(9/2005)  

A delicate, old-fashioned Rioja, this has an earthy, root vegetable tone to its dark fruit. Pour it with a 

garbanzo bean stew.  (12/2011)  

K&L Notes  - Bodegas Riojanas is a very good and woefully underappreciated Rioja bodega making wines 

in a traditional style. The winery is most famous for their red wines, particularly their Viña Albina and 

Monte Real gran reservas. The Viña Albina is typically composed of 80% Tempranillo, 15% Mazuelo, 5% 

Graciano from Cenicero, Sonsierra and Villalba de Rioja. 

2012 Delas Freres "Domaine de Tourettes" Hermitage - $59.99 

SKU #1217826 - 95 points Robert Parker's Wine Advocate  - Just a small step back from the Les Bessards, 

the 2012 Hermitage Domaine des Tourettes is a stunning effort that exhibits blockbuster notes of 

toasted spice, leather, peppery herbs and sweet black and blue fruit. Seeing 16 months in 60% new 

French oak, it's a powerful, concentrated and full-bodied effort that has lots of tannin, but more than 

enough fruit to handle it. Like the Les Bessards, shorter-term cellaring is advised here and it will have 

over two decades of longevity. (JD)  (12/2014)  

92 points Vinous - Deep ruby. Expansive, highly perfumed bouquet evokes red and dark berry preserves, 

incense and olive paste, with a minerally element coming up slowly. Sweet and penetrating in the 

mouth, offering black raspberry and floral pastille flavors that spread out and gain sweetness on the 

back half. The floral quality drives a long, sappy, seamless that finish that's firmed by dusty, fine-grained 

tannins. (JR)  (2/2015)  

92 points Wine Spectator - Well-packed, with raspberry and blackberry pâte de fruit notes, studded with 

anise and briar details. Dense yet racy. Mouthwatering acidity drives the finish, which reveals ample grip 

in reserve. (JM)  (4/2015)  
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2015 Powell & Son Shiraz Barossa & Eden Valleys South Australia – 39.99 

SKU #1294341 - 95 points Robert Parker's Wine Advocate - Deep garnet-purple colored, the 2015 

Barossa & Eden Valleys Shiraz delivers expressive red currant, black cherry and crushed blackberry notes 

over hints of baking spices, garrigue, black pepper and lavender. Medium to full-bodied and very finely 

textured with silken, fine-grained tannins and plenty of freshness, it has wonderful length and depth. 

(LPB)  (3/2017)  

93 points Wine Spectator - Black walnut, dried porcino and nutmeg flavors are rich and compelling, set 

against a backdrop of plum and blackberry. Dark chocolate notes linger in the background on the long, 

firming finish. Drink now through 2030. (MW)  (3/2017)  

K&L Notes - 93 points from Wine Front: "Dave and Callum Powell have been hands on with this project 

from the get-go. You get the feeling that there’s a more slowly-slowly approach, despite the headlines 

about the flagship wines’ pricing ($750 a bottle in Australia). It feels like a very genuine, more down 

homey approach in this incarnation of wines. They’re farming and making the wines themselves, so it’s 

very hands on. Eden Valley Shiraz from 40-plus year old vines and Barossa Valley Shiraz from 60-plus 

year old vines get fermented in concrete vats and shifted to oak foudres for their remaining life pre-

bottling. Blackberry jam aromas. So strong and evocative. Fresh from the mason jar. Sprigs of green herb 

and faint tar character. Palate is sweet, fleshy, molten up front and rolls into a long smudge of fine, 

powdery, pepper-spiked tannins.. Almost a wine in two halves. Slight hard metallic edge in the 

formidable wave of concentrated sweet fruit flavour, but it sort of gets sheathed in that flow of dark, 

spicy fruit. Epic kind of feel, particularly if you’re in the market for a massively bold shiraz." 

 

2016 Domaine Cherrier Père & Fils Sancerre - $16.99 

SKU #1297385 - This winery was founded in 1930 and since then four generations of the family have run 

the estate. The estate has limestone and calcarous clay soils that wonderfully influence the character of 

the grapes grown there. The Sancerre is consistently delicious, with citrus, chalky mineral and light floral 

notes. Its dry finish complements seafood and cheese beautifully. K&L French Regional buyer Keith 

Mabry says: "The Cherrier to me is always one of the biggest crowd pleasing Sancerres/Sauvignon Blancs 

from anywhere in the world."  
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2015 Kalinda Rutherford Cabernet Sauvignon - $27.99 

SKU #1306533 - We'd love to tell you all about the storied estate from which we sourced this superb, 

classic example of Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon, but we can't. For decades now, our Kalinda private 

label has been providing K&L customers with awesome wines at a fraction of what they'd normally pay 

under the producers' mainstay labels. That being said, no producer wants their wines on the market for 

less than what they'd usually sell for, so the trade-off is anonymity. While we have to remain quiet about 

the source of this beauty, we can tell you that wine from this prestigious producer sells elsewhere under 

the winery label at a much higher premium. 

By: Christina Stanley | K&L Staff Member - The newest Kalinda Rutherford Cabernet is reflective of the 

2015 vintage in Napa, which was defined by a warmer growing season and an early harvest. This led to 

low yields of very high quality fruit with great power and concentration. This elegant Cabernet is rich 

and condensed, with silky, dusty tannins and classic Rutherford aromas and flavors of bright Bing and 

black cherry, tobacco leaf and allspice. The quality and drinkability of this wine is undeniable, and finding 

a Rutherford Cabernet at this price point is next to impossible.  

 By: Anthony Russo | K&L Staff Member - The value here is ridiculous; I will be getting a case for myself 

to enjoy and see how it comes of age. This is the most fulfilling cab in this price point I have ever 

encountered. Absolutely delicious to the very last drop. Big, full, and structured. The only downfall being 

that the bottle is only 750 ml.  

2015 Kalinda Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir - $24.99 

SKU #1308625 - For decades now, our Kalinda private label has been providing K&L customers with 

awesome wines at a fraction of what they'd normally pay under the producers' mainstay labels. That 

being said, no producer wants their wines on the market for less than what they'd usually sell for, so the 

trade-off is anonymity. While we have to remain quiet about the source of this beauty, we can tell you 

that wine from this prestigious producer sells elsewhere under the winery label at a much higher 

premium. Try it for yourself and see if you agree. Cheers! 

By: Thomas Smith | K&L Staff Member - Bar-none my favorite Kalinda offering to date. This is true 

Sonoma Coast pinot noir through and through. There's that agile, driving acid, a razor sharp focus, and 

an absolutely purity of fruit. This pinot noir holds its own against top shelf Sonoma Coast pinots and 

blows most of them out of the water--an unheard of feat for a wine at this price. Pinot noir fans take 

note: you need to try a bottle of this to believe it.   
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2016 Kalinda Anderson Valley Pinot Noir - $27.99 

SKU #1308626 

By: Andrew Whiteley | K&L Staff Member - I'm so excited that we have another vintage of Kalinda 

Anderson Valley Pinot Noir back in stock! Even better than the last vintage, this wine comes to us from a 

North Coast legend. Loaded with fruit, the ripe cherries mesh with fresh cranberry and even a darker 

blackberry note. Cola shines through on the nose and palate. The tannins are very soft and polished and 

play beautifully with the pop and freshness of the wine. This screams Anderson Valley - the big diurnal 

shifts in temperature contribute to both ripeness and fresh acidity.  

By: David Driscoll | K&L Staff Member - I can't tell you how nice it is every once and a while to taste a 

classic cool climate California pinot noir with a nice little zip of acidity. With bramble fruit rather than 

soft cherry. With savory herbs rather than sweet baking spices. The latest installment in the Kalinda 

series is a quintessential Anderson Valley pinot noir that should serve as a reminder to domestic drinkers 

than California pinot extends far beyond Sonoma, Santa Cruz, and the Central Coast. Those who want 

something in between Oregon and Burgundy need not look outside the state. We've got it all here in the 

Golden republic and this wine has it all going on as well. Black fruits with real tartness, earth and subtle 

forest floor. This is a terroir-driven cuvee for a great price thanks to our Kalinda label.   

2016 Kalinda Russian River Valley Chardonnay - $14.99 

SKU #1318158 

By: Sharon Kelly | K&L Staff Member - There's much to love about the wines under the Kalinda label - 

variety, quality, flavor and value. If you enjoy a leaner style of Chardonnay, this should hit the spot. 

Plenty of lemon and green apple notes, electric acidity and a smooth, easy finish makes this an easy 

choice when you're shopping for a refreshing wine to end (or start) your work week.  

By: Anthony Russo | K&L Staff Member - Clean, somewhat floral aromas intertwined with pineapple, red 

apple, and stone fruit. The citrus pop on the palate, combined with a balanced level of acidity, make this 

chardonnay the perfect compliment to any lighter meal or appetizer. The lack of oak/butter flavors 

make a lawn chair and music a great pairing as well.  

 By: Clyde Beffa Jr. | K&L Staff Member - A delightful summertime white--the perfect "poolside sipper." 

Quite elegant and soft. Some citrus notes and fine acidity. Not your overblown, full-throttle California 

Chardonnay--just an easy-to-drink white value wine. Apple aroma and flavor with a fresh, lively finish. 

This was made by a very famous Russian River Valley producer. Note our new label. Alas, our names are 

not on the label. Drink from 2017 to 2020   
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2016 Domaine Huët "Le Mont" Vouvray Demi-Sec - $44.99 

SKU #1319369 - 95 points Wine Spectator - #6 on the Top 100 Wines of 2017* This tilts toward the 

flattering side of off-dry, showing a plump feel to the core of creamed pear, white peach and yellow 

apple fruit. Lovely verbena, honeysuckle and mineral accents keep this balanced and driven, with a long 

finish that lets the fruit echo. Drink now through 2032. (JM)  (9/2017)  

Jancis Robinson - RS 20 g/l. Relatively closed in comparison with the other Huet Demi-Secs. Waxy 

texture, but not at all overweight. Oily character on the finish and supreme concentration on the length. 

(RH)  (9/2016) 

 

2015 Carlisle "Carlisle Vineyard" Russian River Valley Zinfandel - $46.99 

SKU #1327886 - 94 points Vinous - A gorgeous wine, the 2015 Zinfandel Carlisle Vineyard is bright and 

punchy, with plenty of red cherry, raspberry and floral notes pushed forward. Silky and racy in the glass, 

this mid-weight Zinfandel is impeccable. The Carlisle is super-finessed in 2015. As usual, the Carlisle is 

predominantly Zinfandel, with about 12% mixed white and black grapes (a total of 40 varieties), all co-

fermented. (AG)  (1/2018)  

90-93 points Robert Parker's Wine Advocate - The 2015 Zinfandel Carlisle Vineyard is 88% Zinfandel and 

12% mixed black varieties as well as a handful of white varieties such as Malvasia and Muscat. This is 

another killer wine, as it is always one of the top wines in his extensive and impressive portfolio. The 

alcohol is 15.3%, but that’s a minor component to this big, juicy, succulent, in-your-face, dramatic 

Zinfandel that boasts raspberry, black cherry, strawberry, licorice, tar, earth and roasted Provençal 

herbs. It is spicy and elegant, but at the same time, heady, rich and generously endowed. Drink it over 

the next 7-10 years. (RP)  (10/2016)  

92 points Wine Spectator -  Supple and refined, with floral blueberry, mint and clove aromas and layered 

black raspberry and savory pepper flavors that take on complexity on the finish. (TF)  (11/2017) 

By: Steve Bearden | K&L Staff Member - This big but balanced field blend is filled with ripe red fruits, 

spice, crunchy Raspberry and juicy Blueberry in a hearty style that completely hides the robust alcohol. 

There is plenty of jam and bramble to the ample middle but enough lively acidity to keep you reaching 

for another glass.  
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2003 Marchesi di Barolo "Estate Vineyard" Barolo - $49.99 

SKU #1328995 - Wine Enthusiast - Vigne di Proprietà is an estate-grown wine with dark concentration 

and distinctive aromas of black cherry and mature fruit (likely explained by the hot vintage). The wine 

offers chewy fullness and opulence backed by sweet spice flavors and velvety tannins. It has power too 

and the alcohol definitely shows as the wine warms in the glass.  (4/2009) 

 

2015 Maison Olivier Leflaive Puligny-Montrachet - $59.99 

SKU #1329429 - 89-91 points Allen Meadows - Burghound  - Strong reduction presently flattens the fruit 

though there is a lovely sense of vibrancy to the succulent but sleek middle weight flavors that offer 

really fine depth and length on the clean and dry finish. This isn't super dense but it's exceptionally 

pretty and very Puligny in style plus it should age effortlessly.  (6/2017)  

91 points Wine Spectator - Comes on softly, with butterscotch, vanilla, pastry, floral and white peach 

aromas and flavors. Remains open and turns tense and fresh on the lingering finish. Drink now through 

2024.  (9/2017) 

2011 Roederer Estate "L'Ermitage" Anderson Valley Brut Sparkling Wine - $39.95 

SKU #1332389 - 95 points Wine Enthusiast - Dry and nicely mature, this complex wine is always among 

California’s best bubblies. It combines great balance, tiny bubbles and some very interesting flavors that 

make it as appealing as a well-cellared white Burgundy at its peak. Hints of toast, butter and almond fill 

the aroma, and lemon, crisp apple and baking spices fill the palate. It has lively acidity that’s softened by 

a good sense of body. *Editors’ Choice* (JG)  (3/2018) 

2015 Domaine Mongeard-Mugneret Fixin Vieilles Vignes - $39.99 

SKU #1333603 - 88-90 points Allen Meadows - Burghound - While there is ample wood and menthol 

influence here as well, the more floral-inflected nose possesses slightly fresher fruit. There is both more 

volume and a bit more energy as well to the firm but sleek middle weight flavors that also display a 

touch of youthful austerity on the longer and more complex finale.  (1/2017) 

By: Heather Vander Wall | K&L Staff Member - Another beautiful vintage of Mongeard-Mugneret's Fixin! 

In the last few years, I've become enamored of this producer, particularly their wines from the lesser-

known villages, such as Fixin. Not only does the wine display great depth of fruit, a polished character, 

and fine-boned tannin, but its elegance and balance is truly remarkable. There are layers of fruit, spice, 

earth, and savory elements here, all poised to deliver a truly remarkable wine.  
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2016 Joh. Jos. Prüm Bernkasteler Lay Auslese Gold Capsule Riesling Mosel - $104.99 

SKU #1336290 - 94 points Wine Spectator - Dessert in liquid form, with a lovely silky texture and 

charming aromas and flavors of jasmine honey, cream, apricot tart and bergamot, combined with 

mineral elements that impart freshness. Features intense acidity that keeps the sweetness in harmony 

from start to marathon finish. (AZ)  (2/2018)  

93 points Vinous - Dark cherry mingles with root beer and an infusion of mint in this forwardly fragrant 

and luscious, envelopingly rich Auslese. Suggestions of honeydew melon liqueur, candied green herbal 

concentrates and a touch of salted caramel add to the opulent, overripe impression conveyed on a 

glycerol-rich palate, leading to a concentrated and impressively sustained finish, albeit one that carries a 

bit more obvious sense of sheer sweetness than is typical at this address. Thankfully, a sense of juicy 

fresh-fruitedness persists as well. (DS)  (1/2018) 

 

2016 Domaine Weinbach Cuvée Ste. Catherine Schlossberg Riesling Grand Cru Alsace - $49.99 

SKU #1347083 - 92 points Wine Spectator - Broad and creamy flavors of Jonagold apple, orchard 

blossom, peach skin and ground ginger are set in a lithe and elegant frame, enlivened by a laser beam of 

acidity and an underpinning of spicy mineral. Drink now through 2028.  (5/2018) 

 

2016 Kathryn Kennedy "Small Lot" Santa Cruz Mountains Cabernet Sauvignon - $34.99 
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2015 Domaine du Pégaü "Cuvée Réservée" Châteauneuf-du-Pape - $79.99 

SKU #1349904 - 95-97 points Jeb Dunnuck  - A vintage compared to 2010 by Laurence, the 2015 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape looks to be one of the big successes in the vintage. Possessing ripe, rounded, sexy 

style backed up by solid density and concentration, it offers classic Pegau notes of currants, pepper, and 

cured meats. Big, rich, concentrated and beautifully textured, it offers a rare depth of fruit and richness 

in the vintage. 95-97+  (10/2017)  

93-95 points Robert Parker's Wine Advocate - The 2015 Chateauneuf du Pape Cuvee Reservee 

(scheduled to be bottled November 2017) is a very fine, elegant example of Châteauneuf du Pape. 

Garrigue and violet notes spring forth on the nose, followed by layers of spice, hints of leather and black 

cherry fruit. It feels lithe and delicate for a full-bodied wine, with a long, silky finish. (JC)  (10/2017)  

93-95 points Vinous - Vivid ruby. An exotically perfumed bouquet evokes ripe raspberry, cherry and 

garrigue, while a suave floral element expands with air. Fleshy, seamless and broad on the palate, 

offering intense black raspberry and fruitcake flavors that are braced and lifted by a spine of juicy 

acidity. The floral note builds as the wine opens up and carries through the sweet, strikingly long finish, 

which leaves behind red fruit liqueur and licorice notes. (JR)  (3/2017) 

 

2016 Dönnhoff Felsenberg Riesling Grosses Gewächs (Dry) Nahe - $64.99 

SKU #1353223 - 97 points James Suckling - Unexpectedly charming on the nose for a wine from volcanic 

soil this has stunning grapefruit and lime character. Then just when you think it’s a nice guy the totally 

radical, smoky and mineral finish comes through to remind you how strong nature can be! Drink now or 

hold.  (11/2017)  

93 points Decanter - Attached to the village of Niederhausen in the region of Nahe, Felsenberg is a 

steep, south-facing vineyard on volcanic soils. The Riesling it produces here is dry and tangy, with lemon 

and lime flavours and a distinct mineral character with a subtle, ripe sweetness. There is some peppery 

spice on the finish. A wine to enjoy further down the line. Drinking Window 2019 - 2032. (JB)  (9/2017)  

93 points Robert Parker's Wine Advocate - From Schlossböckelheim's stony, volcanic soils, the 2016 

Nahe Riesling Felsenberg "GG" 'Felsentürmchen' offers a very pure and delicate bouquet of crushed 

stones and ripe seed fruits. Lush and intense on the palate with generous but finessed fruit, this is a very 

elegant and well-structured Riesling with great balance and a long, salty-piquant finish. Very long and 

powerful yet pure and very charming.(SR)  (2/2018)  
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1998 Gruaud-Larose, St-Julien - $99.99 

SKU #992906 - Robert Parker's Wine Advocate -  Gruaud-Larose has fashioned an elegant, less rustic 

wine than previous vintages. The color is a healthy dark ruby/purple. The bouquet offers aromas of 

plums, black raspberries, and cassis. Stylish, with medium to full body, sweet tannin, and excellent purity 

as well as overall symmetry, it will drink well between 2004-2016. (RP)  (4/2001)  

Vinous - Moderately saturated ruby-red. Explosive aromas of plum, blackberry, tar, cocoa and grilled 

bread. Sweet and generous but a bit disjointed at the moment. Possesses strong, nicely delineated 

fruit... (ST)  (5/2001)  

Wine Spectator - Very plummy, with berry, currant and stone aromas. Medium-bodied, with berry and 

slightly herbal flavors. Medium finish... Best after 2006. (JS)  (1/2001)  

K&L Notes - Dark purple color, big peppery, spicy, rich and sweet fruit. The tannin is very well integrated, 

giving this large-scaled wine outstanding aging potential. 

 

Franck Bonville "Prestige" Brut Blanc de Blancs Champagne - $44.99 

SKU #1027084 - 92 points Wine Spectator - A rich and smoky base note of roasted nut supports flavors 

of lemon meringue pie, quince paste, toasted coconut and cumin, and spun honey. There's lovely 

creamy texture here, with finely meshed acidity throughout. (AN)  (12/2012)  

Wine Enthusiast - It's a rich, yeasty wine with ripe apple and peach flavors accompanying a soft texture. 

It's a rounded Champagne, on the sweeter side of brut, finishing with attractive acidity. (RV)  (12/2012)  

K&L Notes - Rated "Extraordinary" by the Underground Wine Letter, which writes: "This is a gorgeous 

Champagne with richness, depth and complexity." Bonville's stunningly rich, creamy Blanc de Blancs has 

the minerality and zing that one would expect from an all-Chardonnay Champagne. The Bonvilles were 

grape growers in the Côte de Blancs until after World War II, when they began making Champagne 

themselves with fruit from the grand cru villages of Avize and Oger. The domaine, a true family-run 

enterprise, is now in its third generation. It's run by Olivier Bonville, who grew up in the business 

working side-by-side with his parents, Ingrid and Gilles. Today the estate covers 20 hectares (45 acres) in 

the grand cru villages of Cramant, Avize and Oger. These exclusive vineyards guarantee the highest 

quality fruit. The vines are cultivated with respect for the environment, and the vinification is done with 

the greatest possible care, with long aging before bottling. We have been importing Champagne Franck 

Bonville directly for many years now and have thus earned an allocation of this small-production cuvée 

to share with you. The current batch is all sourced from old, mid-slope vines in Oger and Cramant. The 

vine age averages over 50, with no vines 


